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HIUS 3456                                                                           Melvyn P. Leffler
Spring 2016                                                                          Office:  Nau 452
                                                                                             Office Hours: T and Th: 2:30-4
                        


History of U.S. Foreign Relations Since 1898


	This course will examine the history of U.S. foreign relations from the Spanish-American War to the current struggles against terrorism and the ongoing strife in Iraq, Syria, and Afghanistan.  In my lectures I shall explore the motivations, objectives, strategies, and tactics of U.S. policymakers.  I shall focus on their efforts to deal with threats, reconcile interests and ideals, cope with great power conflict, respond to revolutionary nationalist movements abroad, and act as hegemon in the international economic system. 

	Each week there will be two lectures of 50 minutes.  I hope to use some of the time to stimulate dialogue and answer questions.  You need to keep up with the reading assignments and come to lectures prepared to participate.   In addition, there will be one discussion section each week that you must attend.  The discussion sections will be led by your instructor, Chris Maternowski.  I will visit them occasionally.

	There are three major writing assignments: two “take-home” essays (due on February 23 and April 5) and a final “take-home” essay (due on May 10).  During the second, third, or fourth week your discussion instructor will also assign a short 2-3 page paper on one or more of the assigned readings.  Throughout the semester, we will also give occasional quizzes on the assigned readings and/or lectures.  These will count as part of your discussion grade.  

	The following books are required reading and should be available in the bookstore.  You may be able to secure them at a cheaper price on Amazon or Barnes and Noble.

	George Herring, From Colony to Superpower: U.S. Foreign Relations Since 1776

            Jeffrey A. Engel, et. al., America in the World: A History in Documents

	Arthur Link, Woodrow Wilson: Revolution, War, and Peace

	David Reynolds, From Munich to Pearl Harbor

Mark Lawrence, The Vietnam War: An International History

Melvyn P. Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind: the United States, the Soviet Union,                                         and the Cold War




	In addition to the books enumerated above, there are a number of documents, articles, and chapter excerpts that will be assigned.  They are accessible through UVA collab.  These are noted below.



	Lecture topics and reading and writing assignments are tentatively scheduled as follows:


January 21: Introduction to Course


	Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower, 299-377
		          Engel, America in the World, 1-12, 14-18, 23-27, 32-36, 42-43, 56-			          78.

	Questions:  What motivated U.S. expansion?
		        How did the United States expand?
		        Was the United States an imperial power?

January 26: Imperial America, 1898-1917

January 28: U.S. Intervention in World War I


	Assignment:  Herring, Colony to Superpower, 378-435
	        	          Engel, America in the World, 78-87
		          Link, Woodrow Wilson, 1-72 

		Documents (collab):

			Gore-McLemore Resolution, 1916
			Lansing-Bernstoff discussion, 1916
			Zimmerman Telegram, 1917
			Senator Norris speech, 1917

	
            Questions: Why did the United States go to war in 1917?
                               Should the United States have gone to war in 1917?



February 2: Wilsonian Peacemaking

February 4: Repudiating the Peace and Rejecting the League of Nations  

Assignment:  Herring, Colony to Superpower, 410-435 (reread)
	           Engel, America in the World, 87-100
	           Articles X-XVI of the Covenant of the League  of Nations (collab)
                       Link, Woodrow Wilson, 72-127
	           Widenor, “Henry Cabot Lodge’s Perspective” (collab)

Questions:   Was Wilson a shrewd statesman, a naïve idealist, an inept 			                     politician?   

                     Would you have supported the Treaty of Versailles?

February 9: The Elusive Quest for European Stability and World Order, 1921-1930

February 11: Herbert Hoover, the Great Depression, and U.S.  Foreign Policy, 1930-1933

Assignment:    Herring, Colony to Superpower, 436-491
                        Braeman, “Power and Diplomacy: The 1920s Reappraised” 				(collab, 27pp)
		            Leuchtenburg, Perils of Prosperity,  (collab, 15 pp)
				
               Documents (collab):  
Hughes, speech at the Washington Naval Conference, November 12, 1921
			Hughes, speech regarding reparations, December 29, 1922
Kellogg-Briand Pact
                                    Hoover, speech on Armistice Day, Nov 11, 1929

Questions: Was the United States an isolationist nation after World War I?
	       Did “involvement without commitment” make sense?
                   Were Republican foreign policies “realistic”?		
 
February 16: Franklin Roosevelt, the Great Depression, and American Isolation, 1933-38

February 18: The U.S. Embroilment in World War II, 1938-1941
	Assignment:  Herring, Colony to Superpower, 492-537
                      Neutrality Acts, 1935-1939 (collab)
	          Engel, America in the World,  107-108, 116-139
		          Reynolds, From Munich to Pearl Harbor, 1-189

	Questions: Did U.S. neutrality policy make sense in mid-1930s?  
                  When and why did neutrality no longer make sense?	
                              Was FDR a shrewd policymaker?  What motivated him?

*****  February 23:  First-take home essay (5-6 pages) must be submitted to your TA in class*****



February 23: Strategy and Diplomacy During World War II

February 25: Origins of the Cold War

	Assignment:  Herring, Colony to Superpower, 538-611

             Documents (collab):

FDR, State of the Union Address, Jan. 6, 1942	
Conversation between FDR and Ambassador Molotov, May 30, 1942
	Conversation between Roosevelt and Stalin, Teheran, November 29, 1943
	Churchill/Stalin percentages deal
	Yalta Agreements
	Yalta secret protocol re Japan
	FDR to Stalin, April 4, 1945
	FDR to Churchill, April 11, 1945
Hopkins-Stalin conversation, May 27, 1945 (about 30 pages)
                        Truman diary entries, Summer 1945
                        Truman’s letters to his wife, Bess, from Potsdam, July 1945
Stalin, speech, February 9, 1946

Questions:  Did the Yalta agreements make sense?
                                What motivated the wartime diplomacy of Roosevelt and Stalin?
		         How would compare the diplomatic skills of Roosevelt and Truman?	

March 1: The Division of Europe: the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, and NATO

March 3: The Korean War and American Globalism			
			
     	Assignment:  Herring, From Colony to Superpower, 595-650
	          Engel, America in the World, 150-175
	          Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 3-83	 
          NSC 68, “U.S. Objectives and Programs for National Security,”           	April 1950 (collab, about 20 pages)          
						
                         
	Questions: Would you have agreed with Kennan or Wallace?                                			      What were the advantages and disadvantages of containment?  
		      Did NSC 68 reflect Kennan’s views or Wallace’s or neither?	      
	      Why did the Cold War begin?	When did it begin?
			[Spring Break, March 5-13]

	
March 15:  Eisenhower’s Foreign Policies, 1953-1961

March 17:  Revolutionary Nationalism, the Middle East, and American Foreign Policy

	Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower, 651-701
	         Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 84-150
	         Engel, America in the World, 206-230 
	         Lawrence, Vietnam War, 1-66             	  		

	Documents (collab):
		Funeral orations for Stalin, by Malenkov, Beria, Molotov
		Eisenhower, “Chance for Peace,” April 16, 1953
		Malenkov, speech, August 8, 1953
		
	   
	Questions:  Could Eisenhower have ended the Cold War?
	                    Did Eisenhower change U.S. foreign policy?
                     	        How did revolutionary nationalism intersect with the Cold War?




March 22: JFK and the Cold War

March 24: The Cuban Missile Crisis

	Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower,  702-729 
                                 Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 151-92
          		         Engel, America in the World, 231-54	
		         Schecter, ed., Khrushchev Remembers, 170-83 (collab)	

Documents (collab):
                                 Kennedy/Krhushchev correspondence, December 1961 (13 pages)
     		         Kennedy/Khrushchev correspondence, October-November 1962
                                 (about 45 pages)
	
	Question:  JFK: Prudent Statesman? Khrushchev: Imprudent Adventurer?
	








March 29: Origins of the Vietnam War

March 31: LBJ, Nixon, and the Vietnam War
	
Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower,  729-759
	         Engel, America in the World, 255-70, 278-80
  	         Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 192-233
	         Lawrence, Vietnam War, 67-185	

Documents (collab):  

Telephone Conversation between Johnson and Senator Russell, May   27, 1964
	       
	Questions: Why did the United States intervene in Vietnam?
	                   Did Nixon end the Vietnam War with America’s honor and credibility 		       intact?


***** April 5:  Second take-home essay (5-6 pages) must be submitted to your TA in class*****



April 5: Nixon and Kissinger: Détente, Rapprochement, and Disengagement							
April 7: Carter, Détente, and Disillusionment

	Assignment:  Herring, Colony to Superpower, 760-860
		          Engel, America in the World, 281-304	
	                      Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 234-337
		
	Documents (collab): 

		Speech, by Nixon, July 29, 1967
		
Question: What inspired détente and why did it fail?	
	      Did détente accentuate American interests at the expense of American 				values?	
	     Was détente wise?




April 12: Ronald Reagan’s Quest for Victory and Peace

April 14: Gorbachev, Reagan, and the End of the Cold War

	Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower,  861-916
                                  Leffler, For the Soul of Mankind, 338-467
		          Engel, America in the World, 324-26	
						
Documents (collab):   
          Gorbachev, Perestroika, 17, 36-55
                      Reagan, An American Life, 11-16 (Prologue) 	
		                   							
		Questions:  Did Reagan win the Cold War? 
		                   Why did Gorbachev act as he did?
	       	                   Why did the Cold War End?


April 19: George H. W. Bush and a New World Order?  

 April 21: Clinton’s Enlargement and Engagement

Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower, 917-938
         	         Engel, America in the World, 331-53
[bookmark: _GoBack]	         Suri, “American Grand Strategy from the Cold War’s End to 9/11” 				(collab)	

Questions:   Did George H. W. Bush win the Cold War and reshape U.S. foreign 			        policy?

	       Were Clinton’s policies wise, prudent, or naïve?

April 26:  9/11 and American Foreign Policy

April 28: Bush’s Wars; Obama’s Challenges

Assignment: Herring, Colony to Superpower, 938-964
	          Engel, America in the World, 354-76	
          Leffler, “9/11 and American Foreign Policy” (collab; article and 		          	comments, about 50 pages)
          Mearsheimer and Walt, “An Unnecessary War,” (collab)	

Documents (collab):  

	National Security Strategy Statement, September 2002 (28  
		pages)
							[continued]
	Questions:  Did 9/11 transform American foreign policy?
           		       Why did the Bush administration go to war in Iraq?
		        Was the decision to go to war in Iraq wise?



April 28: Reflections and Conclusions

	
		         	
May 10:     **** Final take-home exam (7-10 pages) must be submitted by 2pm.********



Take-Home Examinations: The question or questions will be distributed a week or ten days in advance.  Your answers will be graded for substance and style.   In other words, you will need to write well conceived and well organized essays.  Your prose will need to be grammatically correct.  You will need to integrate ideas from lectures, readings, and discussions.  Your essays, as indicated above, are due on February 23, April 5, and May 10.

Discussions and Quizzes: Each week there will be a discussion section and your attendance is required.  You should do the reading carefully for each section.  The discussion will focus on basic questions that are enumerated on the syllabus (or that your TA, Chris Maternowski, will present to you the week before).  You should come to class prepared to participate in the dialogue.  You may be given a brief quiz on one or more of the readings or lectures.  The quizzes will require you to write a short paragraph or two summarizing the major theme or themes of the assigned readings or of a lecture.  In other words, you must keep pace with the assignments and you should review your lecture notes on a regular basis. 

	

Grading: The first take-home essay will constitute twenty-five percent of your final grade; the second will comprise twenty-five percent; the final take-home is worth thirty percent; and discussion and quizzes will count twenty percent.  This is NOT a computerized program, but a guide.  In general, grading will be as follows: A=Excellent; B=Good; C=Satisfactory; D=Poor; F=Unsatisfactory.  

Honor Code:  Please be aware of the Honor Code.  You must comply with it.  

Office Hours: I hold office hours regularly and encourage you to come and see me.  I would rather get to know you by meeting you and talking to you than by exchanging cryptic e-mail messages with you.  My office hours and location are listed on the top of the syllabus.

Graduate Assistant: One of the History Department’s finest graduate students, Chris Maternowski, will lead your discussions and grade your papers. He will hold regular office hours.  You should try to get to know him.  

No Laptop/Computer Policy: We live in a hyperlinked world with multiple distractions. This class offers an opportunity to be focused and to be directly engaged with one another rather than digitally dispersed. For the two 50-minutes lecture sessions of this class, I ask you to unplug. In other words, as a result of the distractions they inevitably pose, this course has a “no laptop” policy for lectures.  This prohibition includes ipads or any other electronic device. However, you may bring laptops to discussion sections so that you will be able to access some of the documents and readings we will be discussing.  Please also remember to turn off or silence any mobile phones during both lectures and discussion sections. If, for learning reasons, you feel you must use a laptop, please contact me individually.  

	Let’s have a great semester!
